
The success of two annual editions of the region’s 
eminent Design Awards, hosted by Harper’s 
Bazaar Interiors, signals a continual growth in 
creative excellence in design from around the 
Middle East as well as internationally. N ow in 

its third instalment, this year’s awards herald in further cause for 
applause as Dubai maintains its strategic position as a metropolis 
that unites East with West as well as one that increasingly promotes 
its ever-evolving creative vision. 

Stronger than ever, this year’s judges panel is comprised of key 
regional and international players in interior design. Established in 
partnership with luxury trade show Downtown Design, which is 
now in its fourth instalment, this year’s awards ceremony will be held 
in Dubai on Wednesday 26 October. Over the last several weeks, our 

readers have been eager to place their nominations. I am thrilled to 
announce that the voting lines are now open on Harpersbazaararabia.
com/interiors/awards. This year, our newly launched website will play 
a principle role in the lead-up to the awards, with in-depth interviews 
with each of our judges on upcoming design trends, the Middle 
Eastern design community, and innovative food for thought. 

It’s such an honour to be part of this wonderful and enriching 
experience. The Harper’s Bazaar Interiors Awards brings to life the 
pages of the magazine through the design professionals that readers 
have come to know and love. Moreover, this is an event that 
encourages a creative dialogue between emerging and established 
creatives and one which further sets Dubai on the international stage 
for its forward-thinking vision and entrepreneurship. We greatly 
look forward to sharing once again this wonderful journey with you. 

We introduce you to the renowned judges who make up this year’s panel 
for the third edition of Harper’s Bazaar Interior Awards 2016

MEET THE JUDGES

Omar Ghafour

Rue Kothari

Nadine 
Kanso

David T’Kint‘s design 
collaboration for The Four 
Seasons Hotel Abu Dhabi

Viktor Udzenija
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DAVID T’KINT David 
brings decades of 
hospitality design 
experience to his projects 
as partner of Hirsch Bedner 
Associates (HBA). He has 
led HBA’s development 
across the Middle East 
region with a focus on 
interior, lighting and graphic 
design, including art 
consultancy. The fi rm’s 
most recent project 
completions include Raffl es 
Jakarta in Indonesia and the 
Four Seasons Hotel Abu 
Dhabi at Al Maryah Island.
hba.com

VIKTOR UDZENIJA 

Following projects with 
Foster + Partners, Viktor 
established his own design 
studio Viktor Udzenija 
Architecture + Design 
(VUAD) in 2013, in Dubai. 
For the Harper’s Bazaar 
Interior Design Awards in 
2015, he created the 
trophies out of hand-carved 
pieces of marble, inspired 
by Dubai’s diverse skyline. 
viktorudzenija.com

NADINE KANSO 
Beirut-born and Dubai-
dwelling Nadine Kanso is 
modern Arabia’s creative 
ambassador to the world. 
The noted photographer 
and award-winning 
jewellery designer is 
celebrated for her 
calligraphy inspired 
jewellery range, Bil Arabi, a 
home-grown brand and 
artworks which evoke 
contemporary Middle 
Eastern life and culture.  
nadinekanso.com

Guillaume Cuiry

Khalid Shafar

Katharine Pooley

Lindsay Miller

David T’Kint

OMAR GHAFOUR The 
acclaimed architect has 
lived in Paris, Munich and 
Los Angeles and relocated 
to Dubai in 2001 from the 
UK. He founded Light Space 
Design in 2002 in the UAE, 
and partnered with 
Australian-Italian architect 
Peter Caruso in 2005. The 
fi rm’s portfolio of work have 
spanned across an array of 
residential and commercial 
projects including the Leila 
Heller Gallery Dubai. 
lightspacedesign.ae

RUE KOTHARI The 
London-born former editor 
of Harper’s Bazaar Interiors, 
Rue has spent more than a 
decade in the UAE working 
in consumer publishing 
across a range of branded 
titles. Now the Fair Director 
of Downtown Design, she 
combines regional insight 
with a passion for design 
and has extensive 
knowledge and experience 
of the region’s design 
market. 
downtowndesign.com

KATHARINE POOLEY 
Established as one of the 
most sought-after interior 
designers in the UK. 
Katharine’s brand and 
design studio encompasses 
commissions for a 
repertoire of commercial 
and residential properties 
across the world from 
architecture, interior and 
furniture design to product 
design and property 
development. With a 
fl agship showroom in Doha 
and a growing roster of 
clients in North America, 
she has launched an online 
e-commerce boutique to 
complement her 
eponymous store in 
London. Katharine has been 
the recipient of numerous 
industry awards and is 
regularly featured in the 
Andrew Martin Top 100 
international interior 
designers. 
katharinepooley.com

KHALID SHAFAR The 
Emirati designer established 
his own studio in Dubai, in 
2011. Khalid inaugurated his 
fi rst design space entitled: 
‘KASA’ in 2012, showcasing 
design made in the UAE. 
Among his repertoire of 
notable collaborations 
include an installation with 
the Campana Brothers at 
Abu Dhabi Art 2010; joining 
forces with the French 
cabinetmakers Moissonnier; 
carpet industry leaders Tai 
Ping; the American 
Hardwood Export Council 
(AHEC); the fashion label 
COS and with Kartell on 
limited edition releases.
khalidshafar.com

T H E 
C A T E G O R I E S

• Best Regional 
Furniture Brand

• Best Lighting Brand
• Best Textile Brand
• Best Collaboration

• Best Tableware Brand
• Most Innovative Brand

• Best Fashion-to-
Furniture Brand

• Best Kitchen Design
• Best Bathroom Design

• Best Interior Design
• Best Emerging Designer

GUILLAUME CUIRY 
Guillaume is a 20th century 
design specialist and expert 
of La Compagnie des 
Experts Français en 
Antiquités. With over 30 
years of experience in 
Europe as a 20th century 
art and design dealer and 
collector, Parisian-born 
Guillaume launched La 
Galerie Nationale in Dubai 
in 2011, the acclaimed 
Middle East 20th century 
art design gallery. As an 
expert, curator, consultant 
and advisor he is a frequent 
speaker and contributor to 
publications and an interior 
committees award member.
galerie-nationale.com

LINDSAY MILLER As 
the Managing Director of 
Dubai Design District, also 
known as d3 – the region’s 
fi rst community devoted to 
the design industry, Lindsay 
is responsible for ensuring 
an integrated customer 
experience and developing 
d3 as a creative hub that 
supports the regions’ 
design community realise 
its full potential. She has 
previously worked in 
various roles across TECOM 
Group’s six industry 
clusters.  
dubaidesigndistrict.comW

O
R

D
S

: R
E

B
E

C
C

A
 A

N
N

E
 P

R
O

C
TO

R
; N

A
D

A
 B

O
K

H
O

W
A

. A
LL

 IM
A

G
E

S
 C

O
U

R
TE

S
Y

 O
F 

TH
E

 P
A

R
TI

C
IP

AT
IN

G
 J

U
D

G
E

S
DESIGN FOCUS

57 HarpersBazaarArabia.com/Interiors  Autumn 2016




